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Tick tock time, bim—
L'm running out of snooze
aycles! Now get up! HEY!
THAT HURTS!

WALE UP 1l -

<groan> L heed just
five more minutes. .

3
b

ViR A

SIS R

THERE ARE MORNINGS WHEN THE ALARM CLOCK'S WARNING
HERALDS ANOTHER BRIGHT, SHINY DAY, BRIMMING WITH

| EXCITING PROSPECTS AND NEW WORLDS TO CONQUER —BUT
TODAY WAS NOT ONE OF THOSE DAYS. MY HE AD WHIRRED LIKE
A JUDGMENTAL GYROTRON, AND I DIDN'T NEED A DIAGNOSTIC

TO TELL ME T HAD ONE HELLUVA HANGOVER.

> L2 W
ey

|

I NEgDED AN EXTRA-DOUBLE
D JOLT OF AC TO GET Me
THROUGH THE DAY.

Right-o. Feeling [Pk
perky Now! &
]

@

/X0 |/

IT WAS MONDAY. T
ROLLED OUT OF BED.

...Dim, buddy, you got to stop
burning your grid at both ends...

@ AT THE TIME IT SEEMED SMART, BUT
IN HINDSIGHT WAS A TOTALLY BONE-
HEADED MOVE —BECAUSE EXACTLY
26 MINUTES LATER, THAT DECISION

SUPDENLY AMPED TO OVERLOAD. T
GRABBED MY LAB COAT, IGNORING THE
WARNING 51GN5S OF IMMINENT ELECTRON
DERANGEMENT.

I DIDN'T CARE THAT MY INTERNALS HAD

AS I HEADED OUT TO WORK, T MADE
A MENTAL NOTE TO GO FOR THE FOUR
LIGHTNING BOLTS MORE OFTEN. T
HADN'T FELT THIS TUBULAR SINCE T

GREW OUT OF MY RETAINER!

WOUND UP RUINING MY LIFE.

"Tis better 1o be three hours
late than q minute too soon.”
Or something.

HeY HO, BEN FRANKLIN! THERE WAS A NEW APHORISER
ON THE BLOCK! IF THERE HAD BEEN ROSES DOWN IN
THAT INDUSTRIAL DUNGEON I CALLED HOME, T WOULDA
5TOPPED AND SMELLED ‘EM. THE DAY WAS
DEFINITELY LOOKING BRIGHTER.
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STILL JACKED ON AMPPICCHINO, T WALKED INTO

A
AT WORK I WAS KNOWN AS THE LOOSE \
SOLDER JOINT, ALWAYS A MISSTEP e
AWAY FROM THE DISASSEMBLY LINE. @\

BUT THANKS TO MY FAMILY 4 THE BUILDING FEELING LIKE A GAMBLING JUNKIE
CONNECTIONS, I HAD A CHERR d ON A HOT 5TREAK—BETTING MYSELF THAT,
FEEDING Ha-APPROVED RECORDINGS 6By, 1% GIVEN HALF A CHANCE, 1'D FINALLY DO THE
INTO BiG M (OUR RESIDENT SONIE- . ¥\, THING THAT... WELL, YOU'LL SEE. TO MAKE
BROADCASTING MOREPHINATOR). % o MATTERS WORSE , I'D CONVINCED MYSELF

WHICH LEFT Mg WITH WAY TOO MUCH '
TIME TO COME UP WITH NEW.WAYS TO
SCREW UP MY LIFE.

THAT WHEN THE TECH TERRARIUMS UP ON THE
HOTH FLOOR FOUND OUT WHAT I'D DONEg,
THEY'D BE BLOWING THEIR S5PARK CHAMBERS
TO SEE WHO COULD UPSIZE ME THE FASTEST!

IN THE CONTROL ROOM, I GOT TO WORK LOADING

— “hin — I BIG M WITH THE LATEST BATCH OF 50RRY
ST ("’rP, Gorp blah blah ,U“dd“ lae! [BLEEP!] HIT PARADERS CHOSEN TO INFECT
o DSOS B Worthless spare part! Your choice THE MUSIC CHARTS THAT DAY*

Y Zy-A of footwear is disturbing. .. What's I S —
\@ @ ; wrong with your eyes? . A GIYING A

A

ABOUT HI5 LEAKY &

CONTROL GRID— AND '/ B/

SPENT A LOT OF TIME

INTHE JOHN BECAUSE Q
OF IT. HE SAID HE

I WAS DUTEOUSLY GORMFREE. e e m —
THE LONGER HE WENT ON, THE LESS TIME W ™ 5
1 WAD TO WASTE 5PINNING OUT DEGORMED

MUSIC TO THE GORMLESS MASSES, NE WERE

A GTRICTLY NO-OVERTIME OPERATION.

_—

n THE B05%
CONSTANTLY GRIPED >
.:'*&
LN
|

e

Ll be right back!
L'm warning yow bim—
dont screw ongthing

up while I'm SOY]L—'_—'

IT WAS ON AND T HAD TO MOVE FAST, BEFORE .
THE ESM* GOTWIND OF IT AND SHUT Mg DOWN/

L A §\| r -

(:orp Crackle.

Pop. Buzz.

HOLY PILLARS OF THE

ARGONATH! THE BO55

WAS WAITING FOR Mg
WHEN T ARRIVED.

@)
AND THERE IT WAS, MY
FRIENDS —OPPORTUNITY KICKING
IN MY DOOR WITH A GOLDEN

JACKBOOT! I FIGURED IT WAS |
TIME TO 5CREW MY COURAGE ‘ FLIPPED FROM LOAD MODE TO BROADCAST & JAMMED
T% mésﬂlﬁfg'ﬁ :t;ﬁ :20 THE MASTER CONTROL HARD RIGHT. SUDDENLY, THE
g OVERCOOKED ¥IN I'D JUST FED INTO BlG M BEGAN
A i e SPEWING ONTO THE AIRNAVES LIKE A BAW YANG
HAD GONE BEFORE! SLUDGE REGURGITATE! I HAD TO ADMIT—IT WAS

AWESOME!



WAH HAa HA/
I AM DIMBULBEYX,
APEX THERMIONIC
VALVE, THE ONLY
TRODE TO BREACH

B THe FORBIDDEN

B\ FooBAR ZONE!

& ON My WORKS,

Yg MIGHTY, AND

e
(Then without warhing:
qQ de ﬂ’W]g hqppened) |
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HERE WITH U5
NOW 15 WOWWN. TV
SPECIAL EVENTS REPORTER OH, WOW! THIS 15
PAWNNICELY , LIVE FEOM —,;i/oayoof)(;/r//va\—
THE RUN-UP TO
RIF'TONE GUITARS F ) THI5 EPIC MUSICAL
HEADQUART ERS — _WHERPE THE COMPANY MILESTONE, THE
16 PREFARING TO CELEBRATE QG "I ToNE COMPAny
MAKING IT5 1000TH GUITAR. CONTEST,
OVER TO YOU, PAWN/ 0 GIVE ANAY—
[CAN YoU BELIEVE
IT? I SURE
COULDN'T/]—
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_tieAcTuaL WEH  tauk ABouT A
1000TH GUITAR! COLLECTOR'S ITEM!

L3 1
AND THERE'S THE

/ : 7\
LUCKY WINNER AND

B 15 FamiLy! ZooM IN
A\ ON THE KID, CHARLIE!

AN\
1@& 5) \\}
)

OH MAN...

TV CAMERAS?

! JUST BE
- kg COOL, J-MAN.

ACT NATURAL.

\\Q\\
=\
.
o
% S =  /
%‘- = HEW! ARE
A = > W sure Are!
‘& WE ONTVZ I \WiaT's vour
i

~ A YOU EXCITED
— FOWLER! TO BE HERE

TODAY, CHAZ?




YEAH, OF i )
COURSE! JONN'5 B Aeen'T FriENDS B s vou pIp?

MW BEST FRIEND! WONDERFUL? £55AY CONTEST, WHAT WAS
1 T00. WOUR THEME?

===

B
e

SURE! T
CAN'T WAIT
TO PLAY HIS ( b,
NEW \ 3 - WHAT DID
GUITAR. X woU WRITE
b ABOUT?

=
gy I 5AID HOW
o eiToNes ZWENT D JUST THEN, COMPANY
HAVE WON! WERE LIKg Hos BIGWIG CORKY WOOPMAN
e & STEPS TO THE PODIUM...
MEAN, RIGHT? o

+hump

=4
) ¥ %"

|
s

;%’:f,iﬁa % .. NE'D HAVE A CONTEST/ AN N
a7 ; E55AY TO ANSWER THE QUESTION,
: YEAH! YEAH! 50 WE WHAT’6 50 TER-RIFF-IC ABOUT
; WANTED TO CELEBRATE —AND A RIF TONE?!
\ WE S5AID ‘HEY MAN, WHAT ABOUT
i s\ GV S0 MDA TS s
; : ING. LI AND THE DUDE OR DUDETTE N
DAY FOR THE RIF TONE FIREWORKS IN THE MIND... WITH THE BEST ANSWER WOULD

GUITARS’ FAMILY! WIN RIF° TONE NUMBER ONE
THOUSAND/!

WHO WOULD HAVE
IMAGINED —BACK WHEN MY
DEAR OLD DAD CRAFTED
THE VERY FIRST RIF’ TONE —
THAT 30 YEARS LATER
WE'D BUILD OUR 1000TH
HANDMADE FREEKING
auItarR?

AND NOW WE'VE GOT
OUR WINNER!—50 HOW’S
ABOUT A BODACIOUS BlG

RIF° TONE HOWDY-DO FOR...
JONNY MCMANN'!




THANKS !
IT'S GREAT
TO BE HERE.

WE WERE ALL KNOCKED
OUT WHEN JOHNNY TOLD US
HIS FAV BAND |5 THE
PREAMZ -

YOU SO0UND LIKE MY
FRIEND CHAZ, MR.
WOODPMAN.

ANP THE DREAMZ ARE
A HOMETOWN BAND! MY AUNT
LUCILLE EVEN DATED THE
DRUMMER IN HIGH 5CHOOL !

| Maces Me Feel
[\ oLp!

You A GUITAR
A opi 2 HE PLAYS A
> EOP g LITTLE! TOTALLY
T TR GROOVY, MAN/

RS W

: WHYS HE 3
C CALLING ME AN S
INSECT?

1S mznanznnnzmnenE

UHH...
IPLAY A
\ LITTLE.

US WAYBACKS DIG
THEM, BUT THEY/RE
PRETTY OLD 5CHOOL

FOR AKID LIKE HIM,
RIGHT?

HEY NOW! MR.
WOODMAN'S My
FATHER'S NAME!
YoU JUST CALL ME
CORKY. 0K, CORKY. THE
THING I5, THE NEW
STUFF'S OKAY—

—BUT THE 80’5 ROCK
SOUND 15 TOTALLY
AWESOME!

M on Ll WHEW! AROUND
HERE WE JUST
CALL THAT A




.25, WELL, JONNY...
YoU SAID YOUR DREAM 15 TO
PLAY LIKE THE DREAMZ
GuInaRIST?

A JOE A.M. FAN LIK
YOURSELF MIGHT DlG
MEETING THE MAN IN

PERSON, AM I RIGHT?

AND He
veAH! PLAYS THE WHAT’S NEXT,
M. 15 M FIRST RIF'TONE PENNY—HIGH

JOE A.
GUITAR HERO Y EVER MADE! | 5CHOOL PEP

RALLIES?

HER NAME’S LORETTA, AND

SHE’S THE MOST AWESOME

GUITAR IN THE WORLD! 5HE’S
TOTALLY MAalIc!

UH, T MEAN...
SHe'S TER-RIFF-IC/

NOT
BRAGGING,
BUT We
THINK 50,
To0O!

PFFT! THIS
CAMEO’S A RIGHT
DODDLE AND GREAT
FOR YOUR FR.! ANYWALY,
GO BACK ON TOUR AND
THIS ALL GOES
AWAY, BLOKE!

IF YOU Keep
OH MAN, MR. CALLING ME MR.
WOOPMAN! ARE WOO%AgAﬁ, THEN
AH...

You MESSING
WITH ME?
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Y <sleu> ks - o
N THESE DAYS Have <=l _ 2 |-
N\ 1T 50 gasw! 2
AN WHEN I WAS A YOUNG ‘ 4 o L o
D THING, WE HAD TO WALK FIVE & T =
I MILES AND STAND IN LINE ALL P
N R ) DAY TO MEET OUR ROCK \ N f ;
3 ) ) ROLL HEROES!
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BUT YOUR WISH 15 MY
COMMAND! 50 HERE HE 15,

JOE A.M. OF THE
PDREAMZ!

HI BVERYONE! IT'S A
REAL HONOR TO BE HERE
TONIGHT TO HELP
‘i CELEBRATE THE ONE-
I THOUSANDTH
RIF’ TONE!

YKNOW, 2D STILL »
BE PLAYING BOWLING
ALLEYS AND PROMS IF IT
WASN'T FOR MY OWN
AMAZING RIF TONE,
LORETTA!

I'VE PLAYED A
LOT OF AXES OVER
THE YEARS, BUT SHE'S
THe ONLY ONE I TAKE
ON 5TAGE!

~ N WOl > 5 S —
q  : I LOVE \ A f HEY JOE! IF
Ny you, JOE! . vounees 4
Ny AVAILABLE!
ra

2

-
D
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1T LIKE YoU
A0, KID— SHE'S
MAGIC CONGRATULATIONS ON
WINNING —LET'5 SEE IF YOUR
NEW GUITAR’S GOT 50ME
MAGIC, TOO!

WHAT A BEAUTY! 50,
JONNY, WHAT’RE YOU
GOING TO NAME HER?

UMM—PRIFF
50UNDS PRETTY
GoOoD...

RIFF'S A GREAT NAME/
AND REMEMBER, IF YOU WANT
TO MAKE IT BlG, ALWAYS
TAKE CARE OF YOUR
GUITAR...AND IT'LL TAKE
CARE OF You!

I WONPER.-.-WILL JONNY TAKE JOE'S
ADVICE, OR WILL HE HAVE TO LEARN THE
HARD WAY? AND WHAT'S THE DEAL WITH
THAT WEIRD GUITAR MIST?




AT HOME LATER THAT NIGHT, JONNY IS
ON CLOUD NINE-HE WON THE RIF'TONE
1000TH GUITAR, WHICH HE NAMED
“RIFF", AND HE GOT TO MEET HIS
GUITAR HERO, JOE A.M. OF THE DREAMZ.

YWKNOW JONNY, I USED
TO PLAY GUITAR BACK IN
THE DAY, ‘WILD THING’ WAS
MY SIGNATURE SONG! T/LL
TEACH IT TO voU!

UM...THANKS, AUNT
LUCILLE, BUT —Hew!
PRETTY COOL FIESTA
TONITE, HUH?

THEWEEKS GO BY AS JONNY
PRACTICES ENDLESSLY WITH
HIS NEW GLITAR, DRIVING
JUST THINK OF IT, RIFF! EVERYONE NUTS.
S5OMEDPAY WE'LL BE AS GOOD AS
JOE A.M. AND LORETTA— AND
THAT'LL BE U5 UP THERE ON
S50ME KID'S WALL!

JONATHAN
ANDERSON MCMANN/

EVENTUALLY, EVEN WENDY'S
SUPERMOM-ABILITY TO WITHSTAND
HER ELDEST’S AMPLIFIED GUITAR
NOISE FINALLY REACHES ITS LIMIT!




| WARA UZDY UARARAR ganas’ yozch

<

T IF THIS 15 ABOUT THE
HEY/ WHAT SPILLED OIL IN THE SHED,

HAPPENED TO  fie COME WITH ME, THAT WAS TYLER, NOT ME.

\KNOCK BEFORE : ’
ENTERING'? YOUNG MAN:




AS JONNY FOLLOWS SAM-DAD DOWNSTAIRS, :
STRANGE METAMORPHOSES BEGIN TO TAKE PLACE (
IN HIS BEDROOM—AND NOT FOR THE FIRST TIME...
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o @};@Nb\ \ >sigh< Wl L ever be as good as you
s Loretta? L'm trying really hard to learn ,Cx
your solos—and when ]onngs Not Q
around L work on your flash move! o -
23 N
W =3y
N~
= D, <
Youll see, GQ
someday L'm | oo
gonna light up
— the Stage—just
- like you—and 00 C
blow them dl
“ s




Yo, Mr. Faney Rif “tone!
You can stop Tlirting with
the wall art Now. Ernest is

in the house!

oh. Hiyu
Ernest.

/ Dyou think Do 'ﬂyim monkeys N Ls that why
nny's in have wings? You dorks his dad seermed
rouble? were making q big

racket...disturbing the
peace and whathot

Heh heh. Son- §{ 9019 to happen
dod yanked him out B\ 0 WM o notring. But
of here like a youll probably get
bad puppy. grounded in the closet
EHETE for q month.
-shicker-

Then adain, there N
might be yelling and
cl‘yiﬂg. e




You hear
nything?

D\\
L3 A

PRESSING HIS EAR TO THE BEDROOM
| DOOR, ERNEST LISTENS FOR THE
| WELLING AND CRYING.

Huh. What're
they doing in the
garqge at this time
of night?

You don't
Whod! Let's hot get like me?
all cudd,y. quy? I didn

sy I liked you.

| SUPPENLY, HE HEARS A NOISE
‘ COMING FROM OUTSIDE....

Relax, Rif ‘tone.
It's a garage, Not a
interrogation room,

But L like it
that you care about
JOVIV’Iy.

And I like you
too, Ernest.

Why should L?
Before you showed up, L
was the most famous
tar in this bedroom.

Ha hah. Youre not q
real guitan Ernie. YouTe q

carhival toy!




PON'T EVER
CALL ME THAT/ MY
NAME 15 ERNEST/

AND I'M NOT A

70Y/

Wow! How'd I{'s magic,
you learn o play L guess!
like that?

Do you think there
IS q plqce like that?

but I'm never
90nNa live up to my potentiall
Jonny doesn't take me seriously.
Al he sees is my puny size and
plastic strings.

AW, that's okay.
*sigh* I wish I lived in q world
where L didn’t have to hide myself
when humans are around.

I'm sorry L said you
werent q real guitar

When L was at Wohder World
Amusement Park, before I came here, I met qn
old guitar who said he'd seen it. But he was a
habitual string snapper too, So. . .




WHILE NOT NEARLY AS NIFTY AS RIFF AND
ERNEST'S TRANSMOGRIFICATION, THE MCMANN
GARAGE GETS A MAKEOVER.

BUT DAD! HOW'M 1
5UPPOSED TO PLAY
OUT HERE? IT'S
FULL OF JUNK!

\CRIB'??
THAT'S
DINOSAUR
TALK, DAD.

SURE, IT 15 NOW—
BUT YOU’RE MY 50N AND
I HAVE FAITH THAT YOU'LL
CLEAN IT UP AND MAKE IT A
FIRST-RATE GARAGE
BAND CRIB!

GREAT HEAPS
OF PESICCATED PINO
DUNG! THAT REMINDS Me!
I'VE GOT A MOVIE TO
WATCH! NOW GET CRACKIN’
MCMANN! HeH HEH!

GOOD JOB, 5ON! NOW GET YOUR
FRIENDS TOGETHER AND PUT THIS
PLACE TO USE! JUST DON'T
BREAK THE WINDOWS, AND
REMEMBER, NO PRUGS/

PRUGS ARE
FOR LOSERS, DAD.
AND THERE ARE NO
WINDOWS...

JONNY AND HIS BEST FRIEND CHAZ FOWLER
MAKE A NEW HANGOUT AND INVITE SOME
FRIENDS TO JOIN THEIR BAND. BUT ENVY

INFECTS CHAZ, AND JONNY RISES TO THE BAIT.

UH, T KNOW RIFF
15 SPECIAL AND ALL,
BUT TO TELL THE TRUTH,
YOU’'D NEVER KNOW IT [ WHADDAYA
BY LOOKING AT HIM.

I MEAN, LINE HIM UP
WITH TEN OTHER RED
RIF'TONES AND YOU
COULDN'T TELL WHICH
ONE WAS YOURS.

I5
THAT 507
WE'LL 5gE

ABOUT
THAT!

OFF TO THE
WORKSHOP!




COOL IDEA, J-MAN

..JUST DON'T 5CREW i s 4|
TP { NO WORRIES! ONE $@//°ﬂ
CUSTOM GUITAR, 00P5...ALMOST q

COMING UP! | FORGOT—SAFETY
FIRST!

THERE! NOW RIFF’'S

il , VEAH, THAT'S
M%ET:EES ﬁﬁfau@?‘p \ ’ COOL.. BUT RIFF NEEDS

S50Me 5-T-E STICKERS
TO REALLY LOOK BAD.

STICKERS7 WE'RE 5 7 s ; oq&urdzli?oa
NOT IN 5ECOND \ ' . WHAT COOL
aewec '?Ng'moee, = . 15, DWEEB.

Y WHATEVER. HEY, THE 3 /| DOH!IT WOULDN'T BE A
auv¥s ARE COMING & BAND WITHOUT BYRON
OVER TO PRACTICE. CHARLES FOWLER THE
YOU'RE IN, RIGHT? P : \ THIRD! ...YoU SURE ¥OU PON'T
i WANT SOME 5TICKERS?

00000

LATER THAT
DAY...

£

HiYA DORKS!

THANKS, ROBBIE! HEY
—I FINALLY CAME UP
WITH A NAME FOR
THE BAND.




OK. LET’S

R s PHEITT! SHOWS
=/ MEH. KINDA A WHAT YOU KNOW.
MOUTHFUL, IT'S A GREAT

AIN'T IT? NAME!

TADA! THE
LocusT AVENUE
BaNp!

IF I MAY MAKE A ..LOCUST YEAH! REALLY
S5UGGESTION- AVENUE BAND. CAPTURES THE
ROBBIE’S RIGHT-IT'S EL-AY-BEE... ZEITGEIST, JACKSON! :em 5URE,
TOO LONG. MAYBE IF- ..LAB...LAB... WHAT DO YoU 5INJINN. IT'5 A
x| THINK,J-MAN? REAL CROWD
PLEASER.

FINE, MARTIN.

50UND5 GOOD C’MON, LET'5 PLAY
TO Mg, T00! LAB N L ALREADY!

7
J
il

g 7 Pl
e
VL o




SAM, MY EAR N}

DRUMS ARE VERY

HAPPY NOW THAT

JONNY [5 PLAYING A

IN THE GARAGE.
p’You
5UPPOSE THE

BOYS WILL
ACTUALLY
LEARN HOW

JUST GIVE ‘EM
S0Me TIME,
WENDY. ALL
BANDS 5UCK

\ AT FIRST.

TIME GOES
BY...THE ‘RATS
ABSAF (ALL
BANDS SLICK AT
FIRST) QUOTIENT

SHE LEFT ME
STANPING ALL
ALo—/

HOLD IT, HOLD

IMPROVES...
MEANWHILE,
CHAZ'S ENVY
TURNS TO ANGER
AS JONNY
BECOMES A
BOSSY BAND

SINJINN,

IT NEep5 TO
BE MORE
upBeAT/

JACKSON,
YOU’RE PROWNING
Mg ouT/
ROBEBIE,

AND CHAZ, DUDE, YOU'RE
WAY OUT OF TUNE.. .
A5 UsuAL/!

..HOLD IT//1!




" WHADDAYA N/~ NOT EVEN! voure N\ MY GARAGE. MY
| MEAN? I IT'6 BASIC %IEJJT[; gIFTlalx_lé_, EULNE‘E. IF:OU
S5O0UND GUITAR 101, AND : DON'T LIKE IT,
I\ You’re JUST NOT aUITAR Has  IF YOU Were

el GETTING IT! /. GONE TO %EOND”:%QE sau can GEr

: \YOUR HEAD!  CLiNK WoU ARE,

WE’D MAKE YOU

THE BO55. BUT

YOU'RE NOT, 50

WE ARENT,

UH...MAYBE

WE SHOULD YEAH... I DUNNO...HI5

CALL IT A I THINK I PLAYING WASN'T
paY... HEAR MY

THAT BAD.
MOM
CALLING.

PON'T WORRY ABOUT
IT, GU¥Y5/ 1'M DONE
WITH ADOLPH AND HIS

LOSER OUTFIT!

HE’S YOUR BEST
FRIEND, J-MAN/
MAYBE YOU SHOULD
GO AFTER HIM?

HEY! THIS ISN'T SOME
DOPEY COMIC BOOK STORY! HE
QUIT! WE PON'T NEED HIM OR
HI5 LAME-O PLAYING!

CHAE 12 4 20, FORGET ABOUT HIM/
ol WE'RE THE LAB RATS,
PRETTY LAME. AND We RULE:




THE GUYS
ALL THINK |

THEY
DONT KNOW |4
HIMLIKE | ¥

DOo! We'Re
BETTER OFF
GOTTA GO WITHOUT

TO WORK, HIM! [

RIFF

JON,
AREN'T YoU
SUPPOSED

Whew! N
I thought hed |
w Never leave! &

ABRIREREUINGR % % NN
ﬁ

N\l

N0O0O2"g

- Hey Noise-
. bOy.' Are 3ou <S|3h>
| trying to get | im never going

1:;'%;:2! to Nail that




That _’(qﬂoo ;.
hurt much?

Not So much.
It itches, tho.

Yuppers, that was a
d0023! What were you

trying to do?

So Mr. Fahey Rifftone thinks he can
be q star! But hwnanizing sort of
defeats the purpose, don't it?

I'm still working on it.
If i only knew how she does
it without changing

her shape!
7

You better change yours like /
Sooh. . .when ]oV\YIyIS out his

little brother likes to shoop. }

Yknow, most guitars get stickers. i |
| myself am sticker-free, but then, |
! iim uhique. Not to mention highly

under appreciated.

L think that last
transmo made it

If im ever
going to be great, ive
9ot to learn how to
do that!

POOR RIFF! IS A HERNIA IN THE STARS
FOR OUR NAIVE FLEDGLING, WHO
DOESN'T GET THAT LORETTA’'S “FLASH
MOVE” IS AN ARTY IMPROBABILITY—AND
NOT A GUITAR SUPER POWER?




) 5o

D)t ﬂ; R ANGEEEYES ELECTRIFY gﬁ
IR YPUVER GEAZSGLINTS OF YOUR OB SERSION

:

:% {iR0R MIRROR ON THE WALL

DU ONLEE SHINE WHEN THE SPOTLIGHT FALLS
AND PRETEND. IT'5 LOVE YOU'RE CHASING
TET-ONY ZNEW-NOW WHAT T KNEW THEN
CUATIZREDVIBIONS OF WHAT COULD HAVE BEEN

. THIS HOVERSL TRIANGEE ECOUBPN'T SEE
ﬁ COULDN’'T 5g€ OUR TWISTED GEOMETRY
> YERREALQVERS! TRIANGLE IN THREE-DEE

BABY TS Y OU ME AND YOUR VANITY

THREE MONTHS SINCE THE
RIF'TONE GLITAR GIVEAWAY,
IN THE STLDIO OF 80’S ROCK
LEGEND JOSEPH ANTHONY
MORNING (JOE A.M.) OF
THE DREAMZ.
NO LONGER TOLRING, JOE SPENDS MOST
OF HIS TIME SLACKING, BLIT A DREAM LAST
NIGHT BECKONS HIM TO THE PIANO TO
ARRANGE THE BAND'S BIGGEST HIT FOR A
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA.

A GUITAR

17’5 FROM ?
LOOK WHAT CORKY OVER AT GIVEAWAY:

THE POSTMAN | RIF'TONE GUITARS!
BROUGHT, JOE! A FRAMED PHOTO
OF THE GUITAR
GIVEAWAY,

I'M GOING TO
HANG IT ON
VL LOVE Me”

—ERK/—NOT
NOW, JULES!




OH, RIGHT. T -
HOPE THAT KID AND YOUR FIRST
KNOWS HOW BAND WAS CALLED
veAH! LUCKY HE 15, THE 560G6GY
REMEMBER? MY ERST DREAMS.
| rIF'TONE GAVE AWNAY GUITAR WAS A
THEIR 1000TH GUITAR. %20 SEARS
SPECIAL.

THE WINNER WAS
DIDN'T NEED A

THAT CUTE BLOND
KID WITH THe REAL GUITAR.
COWLICK.

WAS THAT LOVER'S
TRIANGLE *YOU WERE
PLAYING...ON THE
PIANO??

UH HUH. Ve
BEEN PLAYING

AROUND WITH
SOME IPDEAS FOR
AN ORCHESTRAL
ARRANGEMENT

pIp You
Likg IT?

g - WOoW. T HAD NO
I CAN SEEIT IDEA MY PIANO
NOW—THE KENNEDY PLAYING WAS 50
CENTER, FULL HALLUCINOGENIC.
ORCHESTRA, A >
CHORUS...
THE
W hicr
00H! PO YOU i
THINK ANN WILSON (5 5  GUESTS OF
AVAILABLE? HER HONOR!
VOICE 15 MADE FOR
LOVER'S!

HA HA! WHAT
WOULD A NICE GUY
LIKE YOU PO
WITHOUT ‘PITBULL!
PITTWHISTLE AS
YOUR MANAGER?

AWW...HOW DOMESTIC! AND WE
THOLIGHT A ROCK STAR'S LIFE
WAS ALL GLITZ AND GLAM!




THREE MONTHS AFTER HIS ANGRY DEPARTURE FROM THE LAB RATS, CHAZ IS BACK, WITH A SPANKING
NEW HAIRDO, TWO RADICAL NEW BANDMATES, AND A FLYER FOR A GLIITAR RIFF CONTEST.

THAT’S MCMANN’S
HOUSE —PULL IN THE 7
DRIVEWAY, WILLYA? / HeY GUYS!
@ y REMEMBER

L

WHoA, PUPE! [ HeY MCMANN,
FOWLER! YOU LOOK LIKE A You 5TILL MAD
LON(:;;;AIE NO PARROT!

HOLY CRAR
CHAZZ WHAT
HAPPENED TO

a BYRON CHARLES

FOWLER? IS5 THAT
REALLY YOU?

1

\5yp ) THoUGHT You'p
we?eug z:ﬁoLHé"qu | Be INTERESTED IN
PRACTICING. WHAT DO S THIS...
YOU WANT, CHAZ?

THIS 15 MILO,
OUR DRUMMER, AND
ZONKER, OUR
BAS55 PLAYER.

IT WORKED
OouT, TOO! I'M
CHILLIN’ WITH AN
AWESOME
BAND NOW.




COOL, HUH? T
SIGNED UP THIS
MORNING.

Yo creep/
SHUT THAT TUNA
TRAP/

A LOT’S CHANGEPD SINCE I WAS IN YOUR
CRUMMY BANE, MCMANN/ We'VE GOT PAYING GIGS
WHENEVER WE WANT/ WHAT/RE YOU DOING? HUH?

\\\\\NM\

LUCKY FOR YOU IT
POESN'T TAKE
TALENT TO PLAY IN A
PUKE—1I MeAN
PUNK —BAND.

V C’MON ZONK! LET'S
CHIZZEL SOME 5TOOPID OFF
THESE LI’L ROCKERS!

JONNY'S GONNA NEED ALL HIS
STRENGTH FOR THE CONTEST, CUZ T'M
GONNA KICK HIS BUTT WITH MY
ANESOME BRAIN DRAIN 50L0!

HEY CORN-POP/
STOP THAT//

...GONNA
CHIZZEL 50Me
5TOOPID...




C’MON, FOWLER!
LET’S JAM OUTTA
HERE/!

OH MAN OH
MAN! ROB, You
oK?

pID YOU GET A
LOAD OF THAT
EDDIE MUNSTER-

S0RRY
ABOUT YOUR
S5TICKS...I—1
GOTTA GO!

;’ AND WHAT'S UP

WITH THAT DOG
COLLAR?

I’M OKAY GUYS,
THANKS FOR
ASKING...

WUH. JONNY LIPS
OFF AND THEY WRECK
MY DRUM SET.

WHO cARES?

C’MON, LET’S HANG ON, J-MAN, JON/—IF YOU PON'T SIGN UR

PLAY SO0ME

YOU’RE GOING TO
ENTER THAT
CONTEST, RIGHT ?

THE ‘RATS WILL LOOK LIKE

TOTAL ZED5...AND I’'M WAY

TOO GOOD-LOOKING TO BE
SEEN SINGING IN A ZED BAND!

BESIDES, YOU
KILL ON LOVER'S
TRIANGLE-NO WaY

YOoU CAN'T WIN/

AM PRETTY GOOD...
CHALZ |5 IN FOR THE
PAYBACK OF THE
CENTURY!

NEXT: AT THE OFFICES OF
MEDIA MOGUL STARSTRUCK
JONES, JONNY GETS A LITTLE
STAR STRUCK HIMSELF.




starstruck

anes

entertainment [N

BYE! GOOD LUCK
AT THE CONTEST/

HIYA, JONNY! T
WONDERED WHEN
You’p SHOW UP!

ZU/ES

-entertainment

SURE! YOU'RE 50RT
OF FAMOUS AROUND ) |
HERE, WKNOW, /]

SERIOUSLY?
BECAUSE YOU WON THE
1000TH RIF’ TONE,
OF COURSE!

I CAN'T WAIT TO
HEAR YOU PLAY IT! —

JUST KIPDING! FiLL OUT I
AND 5IGN THIS FORM. THE
ENTRY FEE 15 %25.

IT'6 EASY!FIRST
We DRAW 50ME

PO | GET
THE ‘SORT
OF FAMOUS/
DISCOUNT?

COOL.. NICE TO
MEeEeT YoU, LIZ...50,
HOW DOES THIS
WORK?




DREAM ON! THE g
O irl b e
WANNA PLAY, THEY | HagD NO.
GOTTA PAY.

e ')EI'—'—"

\%k)u

=

2

\TELL U5 SOMETHING COOL ’ .i
ABOUT YOURSELF'? UM, AN AWESOME BABE i WHOPIA;;:OAU,LESV%OEH}S i
= Ry TRIANGLE RIFF7/ YOU'D
HAVE TO BE 5OME KIND OF
GUITAR WIZARD TO PULL
THAT OFF!

YEAH, THAT
PRETTY MUCH
DESCRIBES ME.

AND I'M
GOING TO PO A
HENDRIX , JUST
LIKE JOE A.M.
DOES WHEN HE
PLAYS THE
SONG.

OOH,
IMPRESSIVE! T'M
SURE YOU’LL BLOW

EVERYONE AWAY AT
THE RIFF-OFF

50...HOW DO
THEY 5CORE
THIS THING?

A 24
OHLL .
entertairgent

.
R ¢
/ \ ‘\‘

NO WORRIES, LT'5 NOT
AMERICAN IDOL. THEY GAUGE
AUDIENCE APPLAUSE AFTER

EACH RIFE WHOEVER GETS THE
MOST HANDCLAPS WINS. 50
BRING LOTS OF FRIENDS!

OK...5EE

IT’S IN MY
DAY PLANNER. ”°$;£J ee

*WINK* ;

\ 2

et

50...UM...
WiLL YoU Be
THERE?




I CAN'T PLAY LIKE
JOE...OR JIMI!/ WHv'D
I EVEN SAY THAT?

ACK AT HOME, LATER THAT DAY —

AS JONNY WATCHES HIS FAVORITE
CONCERT VIDEO OF THE DREAMZ AT THE
HOLLYWOOD BOWL, A SUDDEN PANIC HITS HIM
THAT HE SORTA-KINDA-MAYBE OVERSOLD HIMSELF
AT THE STARSTRUCK JONES OFFICE. BUT THEN~

A CURIOUS SOMETHING HAPPENS...
J

I KNOW

AT LEAST ONE
LIZ 5AW RIGHT ; OTHER PERSON WILL

p THrOUGH Me, | | B2 WORSE THAN ME
Too!

OH MAN, I’'M
GONNA LOOK 50
LAME UP ON THAT
STAGE!

THIS (5 WEIRD! IT'5 LIKE...
LIKE...I'M TRAPPED INSIDE AUNT
LUCILLE’S HEAD—SHE DOESN'T

PLAY WITH A FULL DECK, JUST

KEEPS TRUMPING WITH HER

CRAZY-LADY CARD!

OH-KAY...
WHY |5 MY
OoLD AMP

JONNY TAKES A
BEAT, THEN. . 0R...MAYBE IT'S THE HACK

WRITERS, FISHING FOR A
REACTION?*

Yes,
Johathan,

T/LL SHOW THEM Tor sure they
Niv ANZSOME MAIN didnt see that
CHARACTER ENERGY \  coning
AND ROLL WITH IT/ 3 >

*HACK #1: CAN YOU BELIEVE THIS SNOTTY
LITTLE BRAT, CALLING U5 ‘WRITERS'?

HACK #2: HE’S YOUNG; HE'LL LEARN. WE
TOOK HIS MIND OFF THE PITY PARTY, THOUGH.




JONNY/
YOU'RE IN EXCUSE ME, BUT DID THE

REALLY BIG GARAGE BURN DOWN WHEN I Efad Ly A e

[
e WASN'T LOOKNG? YOU'RE TALKING ABOUT,

I KNOW I KNOW—
NO PLAYING IN THE
HOUSE...BUT MOM,

MY AMP...IT, UM,

CORUSCATED!*

'\Y BUT | PO
Y THERE’'S SOME CHORES
WAITING FOR YOU
DOWNSTAIRS.

*SPARKLED BRIGHTLY




NOW ALONE IN THE BEDROOM,
RIFF AND ERNEST
TRANSMOGRIFY.

hear that,
Ernest?

I'm going to
be in q contest!
Yippee!

So.. .h(‘you keep
breaking strings, 3ou're
90oNnNa blow it.

L overreacted! That
upside-dowh thing
freaks me out!

Have you tried string
lubricant? Very calming.

Stand back,
Ernest!

RIFF GOES FOR IT...

A potential epic fail
Big Red. . .you're p’qylng
the Lover's Triangle solo,

remember?

Tl be oll right! L }"’“ klﬂc;\'m N
Just need to practice my Loretta's move! Like on
flash move. the poster.

You big red-
headed doofus! That's
a reflection!

You req”y

don't get

Whatever! If she can do it reality, do
I've got to do it too! - you?

..WITH DISASTROUS
EFFECT!




MRRAAWR!!

ERNIE?
WHAT’RE YOU
DOING ON THE

Bep?

RIFF7! WHAT
HAPPENED TO YoU?
WHAT’S GOING ON
HERE?

TYLER!/
"GET UP HERE!/

THIS IS BEXYOND
MESSED UP! MY ROOM [5
TRASHED! I'VE HAD IT WITH

THAT SNOOPY LITTLE

BROTHER OF MINg!

S0UNDS LiKE

HILLS, TY!

HUH?
WHATEVER




HAT NIGHT, AFTER
HEARING WHAT TYLER
DID OR DIDN'T DO
AND WHEN HE
DID OR DIDN'T
Do IT

{

wow! YOULR KIDP BROTHER
SWEARS HE DIPN'T TRASH YOLIR

ROOM—EVEN THO YOou PROMISED

THAT IF HE CONFESSED YOU'D LET HIM
PLAY CALL OF PUTY IN DISTURBING
CONTENT MOPE 2 HOW CAN You

NOT BELIEVE HIM!

IGNORE HIM,

TONNY. HE'S JUST
TEALOUS. I THINK YOLUVE
GOT A POLTERGEIST BUT THERE'S
NO TIME JUST NOW TO FIND OUT—THE
RIFF-OFF CONTEST IS ONLY TWO
WEEKS’' AWAY, AND YO NEED TO NAIL
DOWN THE 'LOVER'S TRIANGLE’ RIFF!
YOL DON'T WANT TO BOMB OUT IN
FRONT OF YOUR CREEPY EX-BEST
FRIEND CHAZ, DO YOLIZ OR ME,
EITHER, CUZ YO KNOW HOwW
TOTALLY HOT T Am!

IS SHE WACK?
THERE'S SOMETHING
SERIOUSLY NMESSED LIP
WITH A KID WHO CAN'T
BE BRIBED!

AND SINCE THIS
1S YOULIR PREAM—DID
I MENTION How
MATORLY AWESOME
YOou ARE ?

HAH! YOLI'RE ABOUT AS
AWESOME AS A CASE OF 3-
DAY DIARRHEA, MCSLICK! LET'S BE
REAL—YOU PON'T PESERVE THAT

COOL GUITAR—PLUS THE LAB RATS
ARE COLINTING ON You, AND YOU'RE
GONNA LOOK LIKE AN EPIC JERK IF—

I MEAN WHEN—-YOU SCREW LR
WHAHA HAHA HAH!

(OBEECONTINAEY
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LORETIA

THE ORIGINAL RIF TONE™




OH WOW! HASN'T
THIS BEEN FUN? T
SURE THINK 50!

BUT NOW THAT
DREAM ON [55Ue #1
15 IN THE CAN, IT'S

TIME FOR Mg TO
REJOIN THE LEGIONS

OF THE UNDRAWN.

NO WORRIES, THO!
MY REPLACEMENT FOR
THE NEXT [155UE 15
THE DELIGHTFULLY
DRAWABLE ZAP
MURPHY !

IN THE NEXT I%41IE

AND WE'RE REAL SORRY TO

SEE DAWN GO, AREN'T We
READERS? BUT ENOUGH
ABOUT THAT.

LET’S TALK ABOUT ME!
MY NAME |5 ZAR
BUT MY FRIENDS CALL ME

THE TALENTED ZAP MURPHYTM —4OUR
HOST FOR THE ANESOME RIFF-OFF

CONTEST —WHICH BTW 15 5PONSORED
BY THE HOTTEST NAME IN IMAGINARY

MEDIA; STARSTRUCK JONES
ENTERTAINMENT! —

—COMING UP IN THE NEXT
155UE OF DREAM ON/

LIKE THE ANXIOUS GUITAR
PLAYER SAID TO HIS GUITAR:

“STAY TUNED!”




Dream On is a wacky coming of age tale with a
fantasy twist. Music fans both young and old will
dig it. —Standingstone Magazine

“The comic book version of a grownups-friendly
kid flick, Dream On has it all—fantasy, drama,
comedy, satire, music, and even some bad guys.
But best of all is its positive messaging about the
power of true friendship. —CementHead Comics
Review

Addictive! We can’t wait to see Dream On: The
Musical! — My Kingdom For A Guitar Podcast

“Friendship is like a great musical masterpiece, there’s nothing
like it in the whole world.” — Generic Wise Woman

Overlapping realities coalesce as the shadow worlds
of music overlords and transmogrifying instruments
set the stage for Jonny’s adventures with his guitar
Riff. While Jonny believes that his dream of following
in the footsteps of his 80’s rockstar hero is all but
realized, Riff is less sure, and together they discover
that it truly is “A Long Way to the Top (If You Wanna
Rock n’ Roll)!”

Sanger and Moore have teamed up to craft a new
American classic! Dream On is rated G for Groovy
and F for Fun!

DREAMCOMIX.COM :DIZCAM
COMI X




