..LATER THAT NIGHT, AFTER JONNY
FINDS OUT WHAT TYLER DID OR DIDN'T
DO AND WHEN HE DID OR DIDN'T DO IT...

e YOUVE GOT =
AT I TAKES 10 BE 2
G .

GUITAR HERO?

Well, Jonny...your kid
brother says he didn't trash yoor
PooM...and Cher—who rats him out every
chance she gets—backed him up...and they
stuck to their story, even when you said iP they
Pessed up You'd let them play Call oP Duty With the
violence and swearing turned on! I think it might be
a poltergeist, but there's no time just now to Pind HAH! You're about as
out—the RiPP-OPP contest is only two weeks' away, awesoMme as a case of 3-
and you seriovsiy need to nail down that Lover's day diarrhea, Mcsuck! No
Triangle guitar riPP! You don't want to bomb ovt pressure, but let's get real—you
in Pront oP your ex-best Priend Chaz, do don't really deserve that cool
YouZ Or Me, either, cUZ You know how guitar—plus the Lab Rats are

totally hot I am! And since ¢ounting on you, and you're gonna
this is your dream,

did I mention how
truly awesome Yoo are?

look like a jerk iP You screw this
up. Which I'm sure you will!
Hahahahaha!



TN
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JONNY AND RIFF PRACTICED EVERY DAY i RVERSIDE

LEADING LIP TO THE CONTEST. THERE WERE — — AUDITORIUM | — -
TIMES WHEN RIFF CAME PERILOUSLY CLOSE .
TO BREAKING A STRING, BUT BY SHEER LUCK
HIS METAL THREADS HELD TOGETHER. STILL,
HE NEVER COULD QUITE SHAKE THE FEELING i== | A
OF VERTIGO WHENEVER JONNY SWLNG HIM P T | —
AROLIND TO FINISH THE SONG.

TIME FLEW AS IF IN A DREAM, AND BEFORE
THEY KNEW IT, THE BIG NIGHT HAD ARRIVED.
NOW, THEY'RE ABOUT TO FIND OUT IF
PRACTICE REALLY DOES MAKE PERFECT!

HeY, BRO! GOOD |
LUCK TONIGHT.

Uit ud

LUCK 15 FOR NO-TALENT
FOWLERS. BUZZ OFF
WILLYA?
HEe COULDN'T GET A
BABWYSITTER FOR HIS
paGHTER? AW, YOU DON'T

HEY CHECK
OUT THE OLD MEAN THAT.

COW DUDE.

FRIEND MILO
TO KEEP HIS

HEY! WAIT A SEC/ MITTS OFF MY
THEY LET MILO STUFF!
WORK HERE?

&\ H| YA

JONNY! T
o CAN'T WAIT

hd TO HEAR
/Hg’5 A Lores

YEAH! ’,
ROADPIE-SETS UP THE TRIANGLE.

3

JEVAUN: J-MAN!

LOU KNOW THAT GIRL 7
BN JONNY: | WISH! 15
ROADIE DOES, = SHE IN THE CONTEST?

FOWLER. CHAZ: MUST BE. JUST
MY TYpPE, TOO!

JEVAUN: EVERYBODY'S
BUT I PIDN'T LET’S GIVE IT UP FOR
MCMANN! C’MON, THE CHECK IN... TONIGHT’S RIFF-OFF HOST —

YOUR TYPE, CHAZ.
CONTEST 15 ABOUT TO RIVERSIPE'S OWN
START! ZAP MURPHY!

@

HOT GUITAR 50L057

HEY, GUYS AND GALS! YoU
READY FOR SOME SCORCHIN’

‘cuz
STARSTRUCK
JONES-THE
MOST TRUSTED
NAME IN
ENTERTAINMENT/-
AND TONIGHT’S
RIFF-OFF

1 GOT THAT £
COVERED! NOW YouU TO FEEL THE
HUSTLE! * ROCK N’ ROLL

LUV! OH YEAH!

a




OK, THEN!
LOOKS LIKE
WE'VE GOT A
LEGION OF HI
ENERGY GUITAR
PLAYERS
BACKSTAGE...
READY TO ROCK
THE ROOF AND
SHAKE THE
SHINGLES!

¥ BUT ONLY ONg caN \ |t

WIN THE TITLE OF
IPE’S

RIVERSII
ULTIMATE ﬁU/mP /
HERO/ 2

/\aﬂ lul -‘

i

U(MK

DON'T SWEAT IT,
MAN! MILO’S
GOTCHER CHAIR
RIGHT HERE.

AWWESOME/ LET’?
HEAR IT FOR SPIPER
WEBB! He’'S A TOUGH ACT TO
FOLLOW, BUT OUR NEXT
CONTESTANT |5 UP FOR THE
CHALLENGE!

LET'S GET
THIS PARTY
STARTED! SHOW
SOME LOVE FOR
OUR FIRST
CONTESTANT —

JIMMY
“\SPIPER”

HEY YoU,
PARROT-HEAD! THE
NUMBER TWO auv
BAILED ON Meg! GET

YOUR REAR IN GEAR,
CUZ YOU'RE UP
Next!

SO0H JEEZ OH JEEZ...
DON’T 5CREW UP
FOWLER/Z

’ <
HERE HE |5 NOW-

RIVERSIPE’S OWN PUNK
WITH THE FUNK -
CHAZZZZ FOWWWL?F/ !




IN WHAT UNIVERSE |5
CHAZ A BETTER GUITAR PLAYER
> THAN Me? THE CROWD L-OVED
HIM, TOO!

i

WHILE CHAZ HIGH-FIVES HIS PAL
ZONKER, JOHNNY EXPERIENCES A
MOMENT OF PURE GOBSMACK.
SUDDENLY, HIS CONFIDENCE
CRUMBLES.




HANG ON,
MARTIN...

J-MAN/

[EXIT we've geeN
LOOKING
EVERYWHERE
FoR woU!

2P You SeE
CHAZZ MAN!
Was

HE WA
AWESOME!

YoU DIDN'T COME
ALL THE WAY
ACRO55 TOWN TO
SUCK, DID wou?
il YOU MIGHT HAVE
STAGE FRIGHT,
DUDE.

I CAN'T GO OUT
THERE! T'M
TOTALLY GOING TO
S5CREW UP! . o
/\,(
NOT
HELPFUL,
ROBBIE.

CHANCE TO
PRACTICE MY
EMPATHY
FACE.

S
v

MARTIN SAID IT—-CHAZ
WAS AWESOME! I'M GONNA
NEED MY JOE A.M. MOVE JUST

TO 5TAY EVEN WITH HIM...BUT
TO Bg HONEST, I’'M NOT SURE |
CAN PULL IT OFF

50 GIVE Mg
50ME IDEAS,
auws! : :
) = X Bring it on,
: AL drummer boy!

P d w—

IN RIFF'S ALT-WOR

DOESN'T SIT TOO W
NORMALLY AMIABLE GUIT,




WOW. IF ONLY N
I REMEMBERED TO
BRING MY FLAME
RETARDANT SUIT! GOT

ALL piGuT;
ALL RIGHT, Wi,
HAVING SOME Fun o
UP NEXT —4 FRED L /

CONTES T2 T Wio PROMISE 5

COMPETTIoN
OT PEND):
sz SPaNGLED
50 Z ALA Jipmy HENDe |/
Y LTS GIVE 1T 1P £
JESSE James
FLAMES//

...JUST 5TAY
COOL, MILO...

0K, MY BAD! HOW
ABOUT YOU AMP IT
UR THEN THROW RIFF
TO ME...I GIVE HIM A
SPIN AND THROW HIM
BACK TO YOU? THEN
DO A RIPPIN’ BEND

TO FINISH THE
S0NG!

C’MON! We
DON’T WANT TO
MI5S THIS!

#O*D YOU, FOWLER! I HATE
THAT STUPIP 5ONG/! I OUGHTA YANK
FLAMES OFF THE STAGE AND
THROTTLE HIM/!

ROBBIg, YOU
NEED TO GOOGLE
WHAT “50L0"

OH ALL RIGHT!

C/MON J-MAN!
YoU CAN DO
THIS!

JUST GET OUT
THERE AND SHOW
‘EM HOW LAB RATS

rock!

LSS L3

SHUT U
Hew CHAZ! ROBEBIE!
WHAT'5 WEONG
WITH YOUR
BOYFRIEND?




JACKSON—MAKE SURE
MY PEDAL’S IN THE RIGHT
SPOT, OKAY?

YEAH, SURE.
NO WORRIES.

THE
-AB RATS spoT/

HEY, HEY! A GREAT
CROWD HERE TONITE! GIVE
YOURSELVES A HAND WHILE
THE CREW SETS UP FOR OUR
NEXT CONTESTANT!

REGIONAL
BULLDOGS
2 KNOW HIM A5

HE’S PROMISED TO
SHRED SOME SERIOUS
LEAD FOR US WITH THE
k PREAMZ’ MEGAHIT y
\ ‘LOVERS TRIANGLE'! &

GOTTA GET BACK
TO THE GRIND, CHAZ-
BUDDY! CATCH YOU
LATER!

A-MAZING!
JESSE JAMES, YOU
LIGHT THE RIFF OFF

STAGE A-FLAME!

3 Clyp
AP P

(97//4
gy CLAP

CLAP  HEY HURPHY,
¢LAP YOU $lck!

IGOT A
BAD FEELING
THAT MILO 15
up 10 NO

GOOP...



Hevjl
g C'MON,
whets M;* MILO... LAB RAT!
creep doing? Ls WHAT A DICK. YOU'RE UP!
Jonny seeing SHOULD I TELL
his?! JONNYZ NAH, HE
WE'RE thisst 4 NEEDS T0 BE

B \ TAUGHT A = OK RIFF
y N LES5ON! LET'6 GO
DO THIS,

Goop TO
GO, BOSS.
HEH HEH.

=

\
|

LET’S GET OUR
NEXT CONTESTANT
OUT ON 5TAGE!

Noooo! Didnit he see
Milo move the pedal?!
Arrggh!! L CANT WARN

& —

RIFF REMEMBERS #780’'S WARNING BACK AT THE MEANWHILE,
FACTORY, WHEN HE WAS STILL JUST #1000 — ONSTAGE---

BEFORE HE BECAME JONNY'S GUITAR. . HEY THIS
NN 2! = 7 - ISN’'T HALF
= - F

S 7 =SS

' Now here you
are, destined for glory
as The Bigshot 1000th i
Shiny Re'd Rifftone! Youll _ quh buddy.’ ™
be all right. . .as long \ A, & 7 one. 100! The dopey hoans 9
as you remerber SGT don't know we exist—to them we're
G Just inahimate sonic playthings—AND
Oy 1T HAS T0 STAY THAT WAY. No \
//é/// " matter what reveal your )n
N S g
true seff to them! -/

CHAZ ALMOST
MUST BE /) THERE....5LING
FREAKING 7/ RIFF OVER My

ouT! 5 SHOULDER .. HIT

, THE FUZZ PEDAL ...
AND THEN THI5
CONTEST 15

WHO’S
THE J-MANZ/
THE CROND
LOVES IT! I HOPE
THE GUYS ARE
RECORPING

//Q
~

o
(C/////% Jt
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o
N Hey Gger OFF
THE STAGE!

You ploT! L 5Alp

PUT My PEDAL ‘ON
MY MARK, NOT
S0RTA NEAR IT!

AW, DON'T GO
AWAY MAD,
MCMANN

il

/ ‘ \
) Hl\ I

WUH? T
TAPED IT
RIGHT
WHERE YoU
SAID TO/

oUCH! TouaH
CROWD HERE
TONITE!

C’MON PEOPLE! LET'S
SHOW SOME RIVERSIDE
LOVE FOR JONNY MCMANN

OF THE LAB RATS!

w,_b
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YEAH! | >
KEEP THAT 2l » "'

' o'n o.
. \‘."

\‘
N
GOIN’ FOR OUR I\ S| 9 "‘ “[
NEXT \ 'Q .( M
CONTESTANT: ‘ =

I WROTE
THIS 50NG
MYSELF...T

HOPE YoU'LL

LIKE IT...

"‘.‘.‘.‘m :
\
.\

LIZ “THE
LIZARD”
AEPMOPE/

W
 Jns NS
w'a"'l’»/ \« i
| "o’h ﬁﬁu/d ch
/ \ é‘ / '\ \
Fiiritr / L
/ y “ "‘\',t\
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THEN IT HAS TO
BE THIS FREAKING /
5UPPOSED GuImpe! I1

'

INE —
FOR REALP?? 1’M OUTTA HERE!!

WHAT? YoU
DON'T BELIEVE ME?

6@
&%ﬁfw

WHAT 4 ‘f /”Z
BUMMER...T \ S (7/%
FEEL BAD FOR
JONNY, HE'S N
GOT A LOT OF
TALENT ...

\J 4 /
| A\B RATS ) NOT JONNY S FINEST MOMENT,
FOR SLIRE. BUT MORE
LINPLEASANT SLRPRISES AND A
BIG DECISION AWAIT.



